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Abstract

Purpose : The purpose of this study was to examine the clinical practice experience of third- and fourth-year
nursing students in junior colleges in an effort to shed light on the nature of the meaning of their experiences
to have a profound understanding of it. Methods : The subjects in this study were 20 selected juniors and se-
niors who majored in nursing science in 10 junior colleges across the nation. The students had experience of
practice in adult health nursing, women’s health nursing, child health nursing and gerontological nursing.
In-depth interviews were conducted to gather data on their experiences of practice from July 21 to August 6,
2017. The collected data were analyzed by Colaizzi’s method. Results : 36 meanings were constructed, and 13

9 <

themes and six theme clusters were extracted: “Ambivalence about field practice,” “confused identity,” “lack of

9

hands-on nursing experience and diversity,” “unfriendly environments for practice,” “being on the way to becom-
ing a nurse,” and “practical education of higher quality is desperately needed.” Conclusion : Given the findings
of the study, how to step up the development of clinical practice in junior colleges should carefully be consid-
ered, and the development and application of programs on clinical practice process are required to improve the

qualifications of nursing college students as future professional nurses.
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Table 1, Formulated Meaning, Themes, Theme Cluster

Formulated meaning Themes Theme cluster

1) Being excited about nursing behaviors,
2
3

4) Feeling a big burden over dealing with new people and patients
in person,

) . . 1) Expectations for field practice

) Vague expectations for practice, )

) Bel ed about whether | q I " ' 1. Ambivalence about
eing worried about whether | can do well on the spot, ) .

) 9 P 2) Fear for the environments for field practice

practice

5) Cannot discriminate between what | must do and must not.

6) Just trying to read other people's faces and speaking with

. 3) Losing my own presence,
meaningless gestures,

7) Feeli It intimidat
) Feeling daunted and intimidated. 2 Confused idontty

8) Realizing what my own future will be like when looking at a
new nurse who was scolded in front of students,

. . . . 4) Feeling skeptical about nurse,
9) Feeling skeptical when nurses aske negative questions about

nurses,
10) Being sorry about observation-centered practice 5) Just remaining as an onlooker
11) Not having enough chances to learn as they didn't even let and not having sufficient
me observe. chances to learn, 3. Lack of hands-on
12) Being sorry about being unable to get training in diverse nursing experience
departments. 6) Yearning for hands-on and diversity

experience and for getting

13) Longing for hands-on experience instead of merely fraining in diverse departments

understanding the position of patients,
14) Being sorry about being treated as nurse assistants,
15) Feeling left alone due to indifference.
16) Bei invisiol
6) Being regarded as an invisible person, i i e @t R
17)

Having difficulty dealing with patients due to poor
communicative competency

18) Rudeness of nurse assistants, 4. Unfriendly
19) The professor who guided practice lacked professionalism. environments for
practice

20) Being provided with nothing except comfort during field

guidance, . -
. ) 8) Lack of responsible clinical
21) Just trying to read other people's faces as they just told me

; ) i X instructors
to do searches myself without informing of anything on the
grounds that they were busy.
22) Wanting them to teach what nurses actually do,
23) Being consoled by talking with colleagues .
. . 9) Being consoled
24) Being consoled by patients
25) Waiting for the field instructor
26) Learning by observation and performance in the hospital 10) Getting a boost from the field 5, ?e'gg on Ithe way
. 0 becoming a
27) Active teaching from nurses instructor nurse d
28) Being accompanied all the time during nursing performance
29) Learning through communication between nurses and students , , ,
o . . 11) Learning through relationships
30) Building rapport with patients
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31) Feeling unburdened when finishing practice and regret over not

doing better,
12) Moving forward through

32) Doing mind control as I've never experienced practice, ) i
introspection

33) Teaching myself by watching how nurses work,

35) Preparing systemized education that offers chances to learn, ) 6. Practical education
13) Shortage of opportunity for ' : L
of higher quality is

)
)
34) Building a sense of responsibility,
)
) educational practice

36) Offering chances to gain hands-on experience instead of

observing. desperately needed
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