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Abstract

Purpose : The purpose of the study was to explore the levels of empathy, communication skill and perceived
peer group caring behaviors in nursing students and identify influential factors on peer group caring behaviors.
Methods : The data was collected from 181 nursing students in one university located Gyeonggi province in
December 2018 through structured questionnaires. The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics, t-test,
ANOVA, Pearson’s correlation coefficients, and hierarchial regression analysis. Results : The mean item scores
of empathy, communication skill and perceived peer group caring behaviors in nursing students were all at a
moderate level. Empathy significantly differed by gender and empathy, communication skill and perceived peer
group caring behaviors significantly differed by satisfaction with nursing as a major. Perceived peer group caring
behaviors had a positive relationship with their empathy and communication skill. As a result of multiple re-
gression analysis, major satisfaction, empathy and communication skill were identified as factors affecting per-
ceived peer group caring behaviors. The explanatory power of variance was 20.2% and the most important fac-
tor was empathy. Conclusion : To promote perceived peer group caring behaviors for nursing students, it is nec-
essary to develop education program to improve empathy and communication skill and to increase the major

satisfaction.
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Table 1, General Characteristics (N=181)
Characteristics Categories n(%)
Male 24(13.9)
Gender
Female 157(86.7)
2nd 70(38.7)
School year 3rd 62(34.3)
4th 49(27 1)
» Don't have 95(52.5)
Religion
Have 86(47.5)
High 106(58.6)
Major satisfaction Moderate 56(30.9)
Low 19(10.5)
Aptitude and Interest 44(24 3)
Grade 16(8.8)
Admission motive Job 74(40.9)
Recommendation 39(21.5)
Service and Dedication 8(4.4)
, o Yes 84(46 4)
Experience of admission
No 97(53.6)
Experience of famiy's ~ Yes 155(85.6)
(14.4)
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Table 2, Level of empathy, communication skill, perceived peer group caring behaviors (N=181)
Variables Mean=+SD Possible range Mean=+SD Possible range
Empathy 3.60+0.41 100,81+£11 .41 28~140
Cognitive empathy 3.70+052 1~5 5181704 14~70
Affective empathy 3.50+0.45 49 00+6.36 14~70
Communication skill 3.78+0.48 1~5 56.65+7.15 156~75
Perceived peer group caring behaviors 443+0.83 39.89+750 9~54
Modeling and Assistance 442+092 1~6 13.37+2.37 3~18
Communication and Sharing 446+0.79 26,52+0,79 6~36
Table 3, Differences of empathy, communication skill, perceived peer group caring behaviors by the characteristics (N=181)
Empathy Communication skill Percei\l/ed - group
o i caring behaviors
Characteristics Categories o o F
Mean+SD Mean+SD Mean+SD
(0 (0 (0
Gender Male 3.39+046 -2 81 3.78+057 0.08 423+103 -127
Female 363+039 (006)*  378+0.46 (.940) 4.46+0.80 (.206)
2nd 3.66+0.46 3.78+047 439+0.82
School yea 3rd 3.60+0.38 (.11';; 3.74+0.51 (072?) 4.49+0 81 (0723)
4th 352+0.35 3.82+045 4.43+0.86
Religion Don't have 3.58+043 -0.65 3.76+049 -36 4.45+0.84 027
Have 3.62+0.39 (514) 3.79+046 (718) 4.41+0.83 (.790)
High® 3.67+0.38 450 3.89+0.46 818 460+0.82 745
Major satisfaction Moderate” 354+042 (012 361£045 (<.001)* 431+063 (001)*
Low” 347+044 a>b  3p1+051 a>bc  3g87+112  a>c
Aptitude and Interest 3.70+0.39 3.83+0.41 458+0.71
Grade 357040 3.85+053 467+0.77
Admission motive Job 3.54+0.38 8.16 3.75+£045 0.39 426+0.86 1.90
S (o5t T (818) e (113)
Recommendation 355+044 3.73+052 442+092
Service and Dedication 3,98+0 42 3.83+0.73 478+0.64
Experience of admission Yes 3.61+0.40 023 3.82+051 123 4.39+0.96 -057
No 359+042 (.817) 3.74+0.44 (.222) 4.47+0.71 (.570)
Experience of family's Yes 3.60£0.41 0.04 3.79+0.49 0.68 445+0.84 074
admission No 360+039  (969) 372+037  (501)  432+081 (462

*p<.05, 7 p<001, TAIZAF Al 27 RoJEH 0| g

4. IOl 37 5, SIS S8, A7k SR
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Table 4, Correlations of empathy, communication skill, perceived peer group caring behaviors (N=181)
i Empathy Communication skill Perceived peer group caring behaviors
Variables
(o)
Empathy 1
Communication Skill .396(<.001) 1
Perceived peer group caring behaviors 373(<.001) 319(<.001) 1
Table 5, Factors influencing on perceived peer group caring behaviors (N=181)
. Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Variables

B SE g t 0 B SE g t 0 B SE g t 0
(Constant) 495 15 3374 <001 239 56 430 <001 167 64 262 010
Major satisfaction -3 09 -28 -383 <001 -25 09 -21 -297 003 -21 09 -18 -249 014
Empathy 67 14 33 475 <001 55 15 27 368 <001
Communication skill 29 18 17 221 029

R?= 076, Adjusted R*= 071 R®= 180, Adjusted R*=.170 R®= 202, Adjusted R*=.188

F=1467, p<.001

F=19.48, p< 001

F=1489, p< 001
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